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Local Meeting clerks write ...
Last meeting
July LM feels a long time ago now, but the minutes remind us that we heard a report
about the work and activities of our Pastoral Care team (overseers). What have been
some of the short and possible longer-term effects of the pandemic on the life of our
meeting and our members? We were reminded of the role that we all play in the care
of one another in our meeting.
In the “Life of the Meeting” slot, we heard from the group who organise the regular
residential visits for our meeting. These are to Glenthorne Guest House (Grasmere)
and Barmoor (North York Moors, owned by a Quaker family trust). There is a
possibility of including Cober Hill Centre (Scarborough) at a future date. We
considered the costs of the visits, and how we try to help with this where necessary.
And of course we also appointed Friends and Attenders to represent us at other
Quaker gatherings.

Next meeting
Tuesday 6th September 7.30. (You’ll find the zoom link on the events page).
• We’ll hear an update on preparations for “York Uncovered”, the October open
weekend for historic buildings in York.
• We have a request that lettings charges at the Meeting House be waived for York
Interfaith Group.
• We’ll be returning to the consultation about widening participation within the
meeting. Are there outcomes, proposals for LM to implement?
• There will be additional information for us to decide whether we can go ahead
with waiving charges for children on residential visits.
• Finally, we’ll be reminding ourselves of the rotas underpinning some of our
routines. What role do they have in the “Life of the Meeting”?
Raymond Williams, clerk

Flamborough’s Chalk Tower built 1669
It was a privilege for some Friargate Friends to see this
Tower with Bone Jones recently, hearing from him and
other enthusiasts about its long history. It was built 150
years before the better-known lighthouse nearby.
The Chalk Tower is grade II* listed and maintained by
Historic England. The brilliance – and impressiveness of the chalk façade is far greater than my photograph
reveals.
Do go and see it for yourselves. Editor

A new treasurer for Friargate in January 2023
I first became Treasurer at Friargate in mid-2007 and served for the rest of that year,
plus 2008-10. Then followed 6 years as clerk of the Local Meeting (2011-16).
I was nominated to take up the treasurer’s baton again in 2017 and am now at the
end of my second stint. It is time for me to hand over to someone else.
It is long-established Quaker practice to limit the service of F/friends in any role. It
reminds us that no one is indispensable, that others have gifts to bring, and that all
things will pass. Admittedly some meeting roles carry greater responsibility than
others – clerk, trustee, treasurer – but there is training available and a previous role
holder to consult. Meeting makes the appointment on the recommendation of its
nominations committee and everyone has an interest in supporting the appointee to
undertake the task ahead.
Managing the finances at Friargate, with its large meeting house and business
operation, is a big job, but it does not all fall on the Treasurer. We have staff! The
business operations are managed by - guess who? - the business manager, with
oversight from a Business Group consisting of the Area Meeting Treasurer and
Friargate’s AM trustees, and convened by the Friargate Treasurer. Friends’
donations are handled by a separate Subscriptions Treasurer.
The meeting needs someone to step up to this role. I had hoped to spend this year
with a successor alongside me learning the ropes, but despite the Nominations
Committee’s best efforts that has not proved possible. There will obviously need to
be a period of handover – after all, I am not fleeing the country – but it needs to start
soon.
Margaret Bryan, retiring Friargate Treasurer

John Woolman, human rights activist 250 years ago
Roy Love on John Woolman [June FN], is followed by thoughts from Ruth Sillar, in
‘Pewsheet’. Thankyou Ruth, and St Olave’s Church, for permission to reprint her words
One enjoyable aspect of teaching was the opportunity to chat with colleagues and
learn more about their subjects. A Psychology teacher told me about the Invisible
Gorilla experiment, in which 50% of people watching a short video fail to see a man
in a gorilla suit because they are concentrating on something else. Other experiments
reached similar conclusions: ‘Looking is not the same as seeing.’
Some years ago I helped to organise a Human Rights Trail beginning and ending in
our church hall. Participants walked through the Museum Gardens and into the city
centre, finding places with a link to one of the articles in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Our final stopping point was in Marygate Lane: the small plaque to
John Woolman. Most of us will have scurried past this many times and, perhaps,
taken very little notice of it.
John Woolman, an American Quaker, died here 250 years ago. His Journal is one of
the longest-published books in North America. Believing that slave keeping was
inconsistent with Christianity, he refused to draw up wills transferring slaves and

convinced many Quakers to free their slaves, which in turn ‘liberated’ the owners.
“To consider mankind other than brethren…plainly supposes a darkness of understanding.”
He avoided the use of products of slavery; for example, he wore undyed clothing
because slaves were involved in the making of dyes. On his frequent travels, he
insisted on paying slaves for their work when attending to him.
“Conduct is more convincing than language,” he wrote, seeking to change attitudes
peaceably and through example. Committed to the Quaker Testimony of Simplicity,
he gave up a successful business, feeling it was a distraction from what is really
important. He spoke out against the French and Indian War and refused to pay taxes
which supported war. Woolman journeyed to meet native peoples, recognising that
the Spirit also moved amongst them. Their ancestors, “...were the owners and possessors
of the land where we dwell, and who for a very small consideration assigned their inheritance
to us.” A man well ahead of his time, he showed compassion for animals from a
young age. “He whose tender mercies are over all His works hath placed a principle in the
human mind, which incites to exercise goodness towards every living creature.”
During his journey to England, he spent much of the long sea crossing with the crew
rather than in the passenger accommodation. Having persuaded the London Yearly
Meeting to oppose slavery, he walked to York instead of using a stage coach (horses
were frequently killed by hard driving). Soon after his arrival he was taken ill with
smallpox, possibly from his work with the poor, and died on October 7th 1772.
A contemporary described him as: ‘...a Friend
in good Esteem among us, of blameless Life, a
good understanding, and deep in spiritual
Experience.’ John Woolman was both an
activist and a contemplative, gently and
determinedly encouraging others to take
notice of issues they had previously failed to
recognise.
Ruth Sillar

NB: See final page for York Quaker gathering and walk (Marygate &
Bishophill) to mark October 7th, the anniversary of Woolman’s death

Quakers: a do-it-ourselves society; helping one another
Have you ever been asked to undertake a role in meeting and wanted to know more
about what lies behind Quaker roles and responsibilities? Are you already serving
the Area Meeting as trustee, elder or on the pastoral team? Or fulfilling a role in the
local meeting such as clerk or treasurer, or a member of the nominations committee?
Whether you answered yes or no to these questions, you may well be interested to
hear that if you want to know what taking on a Quaker role involves, there is a lot of
training available. Much is offered by Woodbrooke (www.woodbrooke.org.uk) the
learning and research organisation based in Birmingham. Its mission is to foster the
‘vital ministry’ of Quakers today through a programme which allows participants to
deepen their understanding of the Quaker way, explore spirituality, support their
communities and be inspired to bring about wider change in the world.

What you may also not know is that both York Area Meeting and Friargate can offer
F/friends financial support to attend relevant courses. Do not be afraid to ask!
For courses other than those offering preparation for roles there is a York Area
Meeting Bursary Fund. This was set up by Trustees to provide financial assistance to
Members and established Attenders of York Area Quaker Meeting, and to Young
Friends (aged 13-35), to attend courses relating to their personal or spiritual growth,
or to further their understanding of Quakers. This could be at Quaker Centres such
as Woodbrooke, Glenthorne, or Swarthmoor Hall (both the latter are in the Lake
District). Grants will usually cover up to 50% of the course fee, plus 50% of
reasonable travel expenses.
To apply for a Bursary you should first seek the advice and support of a member of
the Pastoral Team. Application forms are available from the Friargate Treasurer.
If you would like to know anything more about this whole topic, whether for
immediate use or simply for future reference, please contact:
Julia Terry (Pastoral Team) or Margaret Bryan (Local Meeting Treasurer)
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An After-Meeting Walk within York – Sunday 18th
Our Friend Kathy Bailey has offered to lead this ‘Soup Sunday’ walk, leaving
Friargate shortly after soup. Overall distance, about 5 1/2 miles, with opportunities at
about 2, 3 and 4 miles for participants not wishing to do the full distance to return to
the city centre more directly.
The walk will include the Foss Riverside Walk, then the path which follows the line of
the former railway as far as St Nicholas Field, which we cross before heading for
Walmgate Stray. After crossing the Stray we thread between parts of Imphal Barracks
towards the Ouse Path, Millennium Bridge and back to the city centre.
Pace: Moderate. Terrain: flat and mostly hard surfaced. All are welcome. This will
be a great opportunity to see some hidden corners of York with a group of Friends.
John Gilham for the Social Committee.

FRIARGATE’S SEPTEMBER EVENTS
Friargate’s regular Sunday 10.30 Link https://zoom.us/j/413858597
Quiet Time at home 9:00 - 9:15 silent reflection every morning.
Midweek Meeting Every Wednesday 1.15 – 1.45 pm.
Bring your lunch from 12.45; eat and talk with Friends before the meeting starts

Single events taking place in September:
Friargate Local Meeting

Tuesday 6th. at 7.30pm

Use this Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81717481753?pwd=d0g0U3lWWXg3RFdQVTJ0cXd5U3lYdz09

‘Afterword’ Sunday 11th after worship, monthly, on the second Sunday.
Time to reflect on the worship. Feel welcome to collect a drink first, if you wish.

Mindful Makers Tuesday 13th

10.30 – 11.30 am, in person- Friargate foyer.

Soup Lunch Sunday 18th after worship. All are welcome. Afterwards join the

-

-After-lunch walk Sunday 18th after soup. Full details: see previous page.
Eastern Villages 8 pm Sunday 18th. 13a Belle Vue Terr YO10 5AZ [Julia Terry]
Book Group Tuesday 20th at 7.30pm by Zoom. (Link: Donald Purves or Alison
England) To discuss Down & Out in Paris & London (George Orwell)

Attenders Group

will resume on the forth Sunday in October

Area Meeting Worship Sunday 25th

Zoom 7 – 7.30pm (link open 6.30 – 8pm)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8010372132

Macmillan Cancer Support Coffee event Friday 30th September 10-12:30
Save the date! Coffee, cake and chat in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. Do come along
and bring a friend. It's a great chance to reach out to people you know, to extend a
welcome at Friargate, and to remember those we have lost to this terrible disease. Please
join us. Any volunteers- cake making -coffee serving: contact lesley@cmc-marketing.com

SEPTEMBER NOTICE READERS & SUNDAY COLLECTIONS
Friargate Reader: Martin Dickinson sandmartin20@btinternet.com 07834 803964
Zoom Reader: Tracey Copestake (except that on 18th Ann Holt will stand in)
Breakfast Meeting (11th, 25th): Chris Hughes chrishughes2807@gmail.com
Collections: 4, 11 Extinction Rebellion;
18, 25 Peacemakers

Looking ahead: 7th October 2.30pm

John Woolman commemoration.

Full details of the short Quaker walk and reading planned to mark John
Woolman’s 250th anniversary will be given in Friargate News for October

